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A Chinese Folklore 
Jingren Sun 

Aaron Gascon, conductor 
Sophia Guo, flute, Felicity Quadrini, clarinet, Ameilia Parks, french horn, 

Thomas Carli, timpani, Matthew Magocsi, snare drum, Kelsey Choi, chimes, 
Amiel Ang, percussion II, Daniel Zhou, piano, 

Christine Wang, violin I, Anthony Gunadi, violin II, Chloe Shin, cello 

Päike, kuu 
Erik Kreem 

Jisu Woo, Elise Wiesinger, violin, Richard Cao, viola, Eliza Wei, cello 
Yoshi Maclear Wall, double bass 

Beyond the Haze (We Are One) 
Hirad Moradi 

Hirad Moradi, conductor 
Tina Jia, flute, Chelyn Yoo, oboe, Niki Tang, clarinet in Bb, Julia Fowell, horn in F 

Abby Minor, bassoon 

Penta-Chroma 
Elienna (Yu Xuan) Wang 

Hannah Cai, piano, Nicolas Wojtarowicz, violin 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
We wish to acknowledge this land on which the University of Toronto operates.  
For thousands of years it has been the traditional land of the Huron-Wendat, the Seneca, and the 
Mississaugas of the Credit.  
Today, this meeting place is still the home to many Indigenous people from across Turtle Island and 
we are grateful to have the opportunity to work on this land. 
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Rainy Night Stroll 
Anthony Gunadi 

Phoebe Lin, piano 

I Remember 
Bennett Luo 

Evelyn Tao, piano, Andrew Neagoe, clarinet, Tuuli Olo, cello 
 
 
PROGRAM NOTES 
 
Jingren Sun: A Chinese Folklore 
Chinese Folklore tells the story of a supernatural encounter by a group of Chinese factory 
workers who lived in 1960's China, based on a true story that was told by the composer's 
grandmother. The story goes like this: one night, the workers at a late night shift came 
across odd noises from the factory's kitchen. At first, they thought it was thieves who 
might have sneaked in, and they were too scared to check it out. So, some of them went 
to get help. As time passed on, the workers began to realize that the noise was not 
random. Instead, it had a steady beat and rhythm, as if someone were making music with 
the kitchenware. In the end, the group went down to the kitchen, and discovered that 
there were no thieves making noise. Instead, it was weasels. As soon as they were 
discovered by the workers, the weasels fled the scene.The piece is made up with three 
parts: Part A depicts the weasels playing in the dark when the workers were absent; Part 
B depicts the scene of the workers working in the factory, and includes a quote from the 
famous Chinese communist propaganda piece, "us the Workers have the Power" (咱们

工人有力量; Part C depicts the encounter between the weasels and the workers, as the 
themes and motivic materials from the previous two parts collide. 
 
Erik Kreem: Päike, kuu 
Päike, kuu – Estonian for Sun, Moon – echoes the earthly and celestial sounds that 
resonate from the heights and depths of nature. Harmonically uniform and with a simple 
falling progression at its core, the piece unfolds instinctively and dynamically through 
melodically structured first and third movements, and flowing, freeform second and fourth 
movements where melody is relegated to repetition and reverberation of contour. A dawn 
grows in the final moments. 
 
Hirad Moradi: Beyond the Haze (We Are One) 
Beyond the Haze paints a journey toward unity in sound. In the opening measures, a 
clouded texture is created with the oscillation of the flute and clarinet, later joined by the 
bassoon and oboe, playing in opposing rhythmic divisions. Exotic melodic 
embellishments help to maintain a feeling of wonder and exploration, as the instruments 
wander through contrasting terrains and worlds. Throughout the piece, the melodic 
spotlight is frequently stolen by different instruments. During the middle section, where 
the piece is at its most unstable point, a flourishing flute cadenza interrupts the 



 

development of the theme, in order to find its role within the group, before passing the 
theme to the other instruments. The group slowly joins together once more and the piece 
is swung into a continuously shifting and oscillating pattern, with the entire quintet working 
in conjunction. 
 
Elienna (Yu Xuan) Wang: Penta-Chroma  
Influenced by a melange of musical styles (Western Classical music, Chinese traditional 
music, jazz, and popular music), Penta-chroma employs an altered sonata form to 
recount the story of Penta, a spirited and innocent character, and Chroma, a wild and 
menacing character. Due to his incurable curiosity, Penta wanders into the unknown and 
encounters Chroma, who threatens Penta. However, after battling, Penta successfully 
tames Chroma, and the two become friends, leading to a fun adventure into different 
scales and harmonies.Despite being seemingly simple, this story reflects the challenges 
faced by people whose identity is shaped by multiple cultural backgrounds. More 
generally, this story highlights the importance of mutual understanding and acceptance, 
as well as how the appreciation of multiculturalism and diversity leads to personal growth 
and new, exciting experiences. 
 
Anthony Gunadi: Rainy Night Stroll   
"Rainy Night Stroll" is a solo piano piece depicting a scene with light rain, a slightly chilly 
breeze with the scent of dampness in the air, and the inexplainable feeling of satisfaction 
of taking in these surroundings late at night. This piece is about finding solace amid chaos 
and distractions. I played around with four motifs: the falling raindrops motif, the walking 
motif, the satisfying motif, and the mist motif—which work together to re-create an 
atmosphere of a rainy stroll. Using the repetition of these motifs, I experimented with 
composing periods within periods. As the storm rages on, your vision blurs as the sustain 
pedal becomes unlifted over different harmonies and melodies. The constant blur and 
unpredictable repetitions gradually become irritating, then overwhelming; but suddenly, 
you are in the eye of the storm and a wave of relief astonishes you in an unlikely situation. 
 

  
[Images Description: These photos were taken at Philosopher’s Walk and the sidewalk 

next to Queen’s Park, on October 31, 2022.] 



 

Bennett Luo: I Remember 
From Studio Ghibli's Spirited Away: The characters are in a spiritual realm, stuck there 
because a witch steals a part of their full name, making them lose their identity. Toward 
the ending, Chihiro recalls a previously suggested meeting with her friend Haku, where 
she fell into the Kohaku River and was saved by the river's spirit. She realizes that the 
river spirit and Haku are one. This leads Haku to remember his identity, freeing him from 
control of the spiritual realm.The story is reflected in this piece through a gradual transition 
from atonality to tonality. The tonal section builds from gestures and motifs previously 
introduced in the atonal section, to create a sense of "putting the pieces together" and a 
feeling of relief. 
 
 
BIOGRAPHIES 
 
Jingren Sun is a Toronto based composer and pianist, born and raised in Xuzhou, China. 
His piece for solo piano, Toccata, has been performed by pianist Heting Xia at 
the Atlantic Music Festival in 2022. Jingren has also composed different kinds of works 
including chamber music, art song and violin solo. 
Jingren is currently in his first year of composition direct entry program at the Faculty 
of Music at the University of Toronto, and is studying composition with Prof. Abigail 
Richardson. 
 
Erik Kreem is a Toronto-based composer eager to share his dynamic artistic voice. He 
is especially influenced by musical minimalism and the natural sounds of his Estonian 
and rural Canadian roots. Erik’s music has been performed by the Cathedral Bluffs 
Symphony Orchestra, with whom he was apprentice conductor in 2019-20; the Kindred 
Spirits Orchestra, with whom he was composer-in-residence for 2020-21; Continuum 
Contemporary Music; and numerous solo and chamber performers. He is completing a 
Bachelor of Music in composition at the University of Toronto this year, studying with 
Norbert Palej. 
 
Hirad Moradi is an Iranian-Canadian composer and multi-instrumentalist. As a 2nd-year 
undergraduate at UofT, he is studying piano with Michael Esch and composition with 
Norbert Palej. Additionally, he has performed as an active percussionist and cellist around 
the faculty with ensembles such as Breva Academy Orchestra and the UofT Wind 
Symphony, and currently performs as a pianist for the Contemporary Music Ensemble. 
Recently, he premiered his original piano piece “JUMPSTART” at the Faculty of Music’s 
Student Composers' Concert in March 2022. 
 
Elienna (Yu Xuan) Wang is a composer whose cosmopolitan style is influenced by 
Chinese folk music, Western Classical music, and popular music. As a 2022 U of T 
National Scholar, she is currently studying composition with Professor Richardson at U 



 

of T's Faculty of Music. Having composed more than 20 compositions in the past 3 years, 
Elienna's works are both performed live and published online as recordings. Her skills in 
combining music with visuals are evident in her multimedia productions. At the same time, 
Eliennas seeks to make a positive impact on her community by organizing and engaging 
in music events. On one hand, she has organized monthly concerts at the Delmanor 
Retirement Home and Hilltop Place Retirement Residence. On the other hand, she is the 
piano accompanist of the Spirit Singers, a choir that promotes social justice. Above all, 
Elienna is actively engaged in promoting cultural diversity, giving back to her community, 
and improving the well-being of people around her through her compositions and 
performances! 
 
Anthony Gunadi is a composer from Mississauga who produced electronic dance music 
before formally composing and notating classical music. He sought to be the next big 
electronic producer like Avicii or Martin Garrix, and he received commissions to produce 
rap beats and pop backing tracks on the side. But after a few years, he started exploring 
the world of film music and classical music; composers like Sergei Prokofiev and Ludwig 
Göransson ignited his passion for composition and he enjoys their style of loud and 
forceful music (probably from his background of electronic music). Anthony strives to 
learn from many different genres and implement these sounds in his compositions by 
being involved in a variety of ensembles other than playing violin in the UTSO. He plays 
in the UofT steel band, UofT African drumming and dancing ensemble, and plays the 
trombone in the Etobicoke Jazz Band. Altogether, Anthony's compositions draw from a 
combination of classical, film, electronic dance, pop, jazz, and non-western world music. 
Anthony Gunadi is currently studying at UofT, aiming to develop his composition skills as 
well as seeking professional connections and opportunities. 
 
Bennett Luo is a Canadian pianist, electronic music producer, and composer. Currently 
he is studying piano at the University of Toronto with Professor Larysa Kuzmenko. Having 
grown up mostly confined to music by great traditional composers such as Mozart and 
Beethoven, Bennett strives to go out of his comfort zone to write music that is less 
predictable and could find a place in the modern day. However, his compositions are still 
largely influenced by lyricism of the romantic period, which is his favourite historical era. 


